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Millennium Development Goals
In September 2000, building upon a decade of major United Nations conferences and summits, world
leaders came together at the United Nations Headquarters in New York to adopt the United Nations
Millennium Declaration.
The Declaration committed nations to a new global partnership to reduce extreme poverty, and set
out a series of eight time-bound targets - with a deadline of 2015 - that have become known as
the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).
The final MDG Report found that the 15-year effort has produced the most successful anti-poverty
movement in history:







Since 1990, the number of people living in extreme poverty has declined by more than half.
The proportion of undernourished people in the developing regions has fallen by almost
half.
The primary school enrolment rate in the developing regions has reached 91 percent, and
many more girls are now in school compared to 15 years ago.
Remarkable gains have also been made in the fight against HIV/AIDS, malaria and
tuberculosis.
The under-five mortality rate has declined by more than half, and maternal mortality is
down 45 percent worldwide.
The target of halving the proportion of people who lack access to improved sources of
water was also met.

The concerted efforts of national governments, the international community, civil society and the
private sector have helped expand hope and opportunity for people around the world.
Yet the job is unfinished for millions of people—we need to go the last mile on ending hunger,
achieving full gender equality, improving health services and getting every child into school. Now
we must shift the world onto a sustainable path.
The global Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), or Global Goals, will guide policy and funding for
the next 15 years, beginning with a historic pledge on 25 September 2015, to end poverty.
Everywhere. Permanently.

The 8 MDG Goals
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger
Achieve universal primary education
Promote gender equality and empower women
Reduce child mortality
Improve maternal health
Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases
Ensure environmental sustainability
Develop a global partnership for development
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UNDP's MDG Mandate
As the specialized agency of the United Nations focusing on Development, UNDP has a mandate of
supporting countries in their development path, and coordinating the UN System at the country level.
In this capacity, the UN Secretary General requested that UNDP be the MDG Scorekeeper (PDF), in
addition to UNDP's ongoing programmatic work in accomplishing the MDGs. The " Road map towards
the implementation of the United Nations Millennium Declaration" (PDF, Annex – para. 4) notes that
UNDP will coordinate the reporting on progress towards the Millennium Development Goals at the
country level.
As the scorekeeper, UNDP supports the implementation of the United Nations Development Group
(UNDG) Core Strategy (PDF), including :


Coordinating and providing financial support for the preparation of MDG country monitoring
reports



Forging closer collaboration within UN Country Teams on policy advocacy, while promoting
a strong response to national MDG priorities through United Nations Development
Assistance Frameworks (UNDAFs) and Country Programmes.

UNDP, in collaboration with the UNDG and the Inter Agency Expert Group (IAEG) on Targets and
Indicators, has been providing technical and financial support to help countries report progress on their
national MDG targets, and developing the MDG National Report Guidelines (PDF), which are updated
every few years to reflect emerging development priorities and agendas.

MDG Country Reports
MDG country reports are one of the best instruments for obtaining nationally-generated MDG-based
evidence, and for extracting main challenges and opportunities.
To date, more than 400 nationally-owned reports have been developed and published. Data and
lessons generated in these reports helped make a strong case for the UNDG-endorsed and UNDPfield-tested MDG Acceleration Framework (MAF), one of the key outcomes of the 2010 UN Summit
(PDF).
The last round of national MDG reports will provide a collective review, and key lessons learnt, for
MDG achievement; and will help inform and shape the new 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development.

