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Vienna Declaration



Recognizing and affirming that all human rights derive from the dignity and worth
inherent in the human person, and that the human person is the central subject of
human rights and fundamental freedoms, and consequently should be the principal
beneficiary and should participate actively in the realization of these rights and
freedoms,



Reaffirming their commitment to the purposes and principles contained in the Charter
of the United Nations and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,



Reaffirming the commitment contained in Article 56 of the Charter of the United
Nations to take joint and separate action, placing proper emphasis on developing
effective international cooperation for the realization of universal respect for, and
observance of, human rights and fundamental freedoms for all,



Emphasizing the responsibilities of all States, in conformity with the Charter of the
United Nations, to develop and encourage respect for human rights and fundamental
freedoms for all, without distinction as to race, sex, language or religion,



Recalling the Preamble to the Charter of the United Nations, in particular the
determination to reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth
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of the human person, and in the equal rights of men and women and of nations large
and small,



Recalling also the determination expressed in the Preamble of the Charter of the
United Nations to save succeeding generations from the scourge of war, to establish
conditions under which justice and respect for obligations arising from treaties and
other sources of international law can be maintained, to practice tolerance and good
neighbourliness



Deeply concerned by various forms of discrimination and violence, to which women
continue to be exposed all over the world,



Welcoming the International Year of the World's Indigenous People 1993 as a
reaffirmation of the commitment of the international community to ensure their
enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms and to respect the value and
diversity of their cultures and identities,



Recognizing also that the international community should devise ways and means to
remove the current obstacles and meet challenges to the full realization of all human
rights and to prevent the continuation of human rights violations resulting therefrom
throughout the world,



Determined to take new steps forward in the commitment of the international
community with a view to achieving substantial progress in human rights endeavours
by an increased and sustained effort of international cooperation and solidarity,
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Programme of Action



The World Conference on Human Rights reaffirms the solemn commitment of all
States to fulfil their obligations to promote universal respect for, and observance and
protection of, all human rights and fundamental freedoms for all in accordance with
the Charter of the United Nations, other instruments relating to human rights, and
international law.



In this framework, enhancement of international cooperation in the field of human
rights is essential for the full achievement of the purposes of the United Nations.



Human rights and fundamental freedoms are the birth right of all human beings; their
protection and promotion is the first responsibility of Governments.



All peoples have the right of self-determination. By virtue of that right they freely
determine their political status, and freely pursue their economic, social and cultural
development.



In accordance with the Declaration on Principles of International Law concerning
Friendly Relations and Cooperation among States in accordance with the Charter of
the United Nations, this shall not be construed as authorizing or encouraging any
action which would dismember or impair, totally or in part, the territorial integrity or
political unity of sovereign and independent States.



Effective international measures to guarantee and monitor the implementation of
human rights standards should be taken in respect of people under foreign occupation,
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and effective legal protection against the violation of their human rights should be
provided, in accordance with human rights norms and international law.



The promotion and protection of all human rights and fundamental freedoms must be
considered as a priority objective of the United Nations in accordance with its
purposes and principles, in particular the purpose of international cooperation.



All human rights are universal, indivisible and interdependent and interrelated. The
international community must treat human rights globally in a fair and equal manner,
on the same footing, and with the same emphasis.



The processes of promoting and protecting human rights should be conducted in
conformity with the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations, and
international law.



The promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms at the
national and international levels should be universal and conducted without conditions
attached. The international community should support the strengthening and
promoting of democracy, development and respect for human rights and fundamental
freedoms in the entire world.



The World Conference on Human Rights reaffirms that least developed countries
committed to the process of democratization and economic reforms, many of which
are in Africa, should be supported by the international community in order to succeed
in their transition to democracy and economic development.



States should cooperate with each other in ensuring development and eliminating
obstacles to development. The international community should promote an effective
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international cooperation for the realization of the right to development and the
elimination of obstacles to development.



The right to development should be fulfilled so as to meet equitably the
developmental and environmental needs of present and future generations. The World
Conference on Human Rights recognize that dumping of toxic and dangerous
substances and waste potentially constitutes a serious threat to the human rights to life
and health of everyone.



Everyone has the right to enjoy the benefits of scientific progress and its applications.
The World Conference on Human Rights notes that certain advances, notably in the
biomedical and life sciences as well as in information technology, may have
potentially adverse consequences for the integrity, dignity and human rights of the
individual, and calls for international cooperation to ensure that human rights and
dignity are fully respected in this area of universal concern.



The World Conference on Human Rights calls upon the international community to
make all efforts to help alleviate the external debt burden of developing countries, in
order to supplement the efforts of the Governments of such countries to attain the full
realization of the economic, social and cultural rights of their people.



There is a need for States and international organizations, in cooperation with nongovernmental organizations, to create favourable conditions at the national, regional
and international levels to ensure the full and effective enjoyment of human rights.
States should eliminate all violations of human rights and their causes, as well as
obstacles to the enjoyment of these rights.
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The existence of widespread extreme poverty inhibits the full and effective enjoyment
of human rights; its immediate alleviation and eventual elimination must remain a
high priority for the international community.



The speedy and comprehensive elimination of all forms of racism and racial
discrimination, and related intolerance is a priority task for the international
community. Governments should take effective measures to prevent and combat
them. Groups, institutions, intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations
and individuals are urged to intensify their efforts in cooperating and coordinating
their activities.



The World Conference on Human Rights welcomes the progress made in dismantling
apartheid and calls upon the international community and the United Nations system
to assist in this process.



The acts, methods and practices of terrorism in all its forms and manifestations as
well as linkage in some countries to drug trafficking are activities aimed at the
destruction of human rights, fundamental freedoms and democracy, threatening
territorial integrity, security of States and destabilizing legitimately constituted
Governments. The international community should take the necessary steps to
enhance cooperation to prevent and combat terrorism.



Gender-based violence and all forms of sexual harassment and exploitation, including
those resulting from cultural prejudice and international trafficking, are incompatible
with the dignity and worth of the human person, and must be eliminated.

6



The World Conference on Human Rights urges Governments, institutions,
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations to intensify their efforts for
the protection and promotion of human rights of women and the girl-child.



The World Conference on Human Rights reaffirms the obligation of States to ensure
that persons belonging to minorities may exercise fully and effectively all human
rights and fundamental freedoms without any discrimination and in full equality
before the law.



Special attention needs to be paid to ensuring non-discrimination, and the equal
enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms by disabled persons,
including their active participation in all aspects of society.



The World Conference on Human Rights reaffirms that everyone, without distinction
of any kind, is entitled to the right to seek and to enjoy in other countries asylum from
persecution, as well as the right to return to one's own country.



In the light of the comprehensive approach, the World Conference on Human Rights
emphasizes the importance of giving special attention including through
intergovernmental and humanitarian organizations and finding lasting solutions to
questions related to internally displaced persons including their voluntary and safe
return and rehabilitation.



Great importance must be given to the promotion and protection of the human rights
of persons belonging to groups which have been rendered vulnerable, including
migrant workers, the elimination of all forms of discrimination against them, and the
strengthening and more effective implementation of existing human rights
instruments.
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The World Conference on Human Rights is deeply concerned about violations of
human rights during armed conflicts, affecting the civilian population, especially
women, children, the elderly and the disabled.



Underlining the importance of objective, responsible and impartial information about
human rights and humanitarian issues, the World Conference on Human Rights
encourages the increased involvement of the media, for whom freedom and protection
should be guaranteed within the framework of national law.



The World Conference on Human Rights stresses the importance of strengthening the
United Nations Centre for Human Rights.



The World Conference on Human Rights stresses that all persons who perpetrate or
authorize criminal acts associated with ethnic cleansing are individually responsible
and accountable for such human rights violations, and that the international
community should exert every effort to bring those legally responsible for such
violations to justice.



The World Conference on Human Rights urges all States to guarantee the protection
of the human rights of all migrant workers and their families.



The World Conference on Human Rights strongly supports the proposal that the
Secretary-General initiate a study into means of improving the protection of children
in armed conflicts. Humanitarian norms should be implemented and measures taken
in order to protect and facilitate assistance to children in war zones. Measures should
include protection for children against indiscriminate use of all weapons of war,
especially anti-personnel mines.
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The World Conference on Human Rights welcomes the ratification by many Member
States of the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment and encourages its speedy ratification by all other Member
States.
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